








Chapter 1 Proposed Project

This page intentionally left blank

1-32 Draft Mid County Parkway EIR/EIS and Section 4(f) Evaluation



Chapter 1 Proposed Project

e The Perris Multimodal Facility: The Perris Multimodal Facility is intended to
support operating rail and bus passenger services originating from the city of
Perris. The facility will be located in downtown Perris off C Street and will
include platforms, shelters, parking, and lighting to accommodate eight bus bays
and additional facilities to serve future passenger train service.

e [-15 Measure A Improvements: Extension of the Measure A Expenditure Plan
includes funding to add one lane in each direction on I-15 between SR-60 and the
San Diego County line, and to make improvements to the SR-91/I-15 interchange
by adding a new connector from I-15 North to SR-91 West.

e Widening of SR-60 from University Avenue to 60/215 Interchange: Add one
lane in each direction (median) from University Avenue in Riverside easterly to
60/215 interchange in Moreno Valley, including a new interchange and bridges in
Riverside. Construction is tentatively scheduled to be completed in 2009.

e SR-60 Truck-Climbing Lane: Add one truck-climbing lane in the Badlands area
east of Moreno Valley.

e  Widening of SR-91 from Adams to 60/91/215 Interchange: Add one lane in
each direction from Adams to the 60/91/215 interchange in Riverside.
Construction is tentatively scheduled to be completed in 2011.

¢ Widening of SR-91 from Pierce Street to Orange County: Add one lane in
each direction from Pierce Street to the Orange County line.

e I-10/SR-60 Interchange: Construct a new interchange at I-16/SR-60.

e [-10 Truck-Climbing Lane: Add an eastbound truck-climbing lane from the San

Bernardino County line to Banning.

e State Route 91/71 Interchange: Improve the connection between SR-91 and
State Route 71 (SR-71) by replacing the existing single-lane connection between
eastbound SR-91 and northbound SR-71 with a new, two-lane, direct flyover
ramp, in addition to building a new, separate eastbound road just south of and
parallel to SR-91 to provide improved access between the Green River Road
interchange and the SR-91/SR-71 interchange. Construction is planned to be
completed by 2015.

e State Route 74: One lane added in each direction from I-15 to 7th Street.
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Riverside/Orange County Major Investment Study: The Orange County
Transportation Authority (OCTA) and RCTC, in cooperation with the
Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA), completed a Major Investment Study
(MIS) under SCAG guidelines to identify and assess alternative ways to improve
mobility between Orange and Riverside counties. Following SCAG’s guidelines
for Regionally Significant Transportation Investment Studies (RSTIS), the
Riverside/Orange County MIS was a transportation planning study that concluded
in early 2006. It included feasibility planning, travel demand forecasting,
conceptual engineering, environmental evaluation, and public involvement.
Caltrans Districts 8 and 12, in cooperation with FHWA, were advisory agencies in
the study.

The MIS examined a comprehensive range of capital and operational
improvement alternatives to SR-91 and other options for intercounty multimodal
transportation corridors. The study analyzed the benefits, costs, and consequences
(economic, social, and environmental) of alternative transportation investment
strategies in the Riverside County-Orange County MIS corridor. Input received
throughout the study from the Policy Committee, stakeholders, cities, and elected
officials was included in considering recommendations for a Locally Preferred
Strategy.

The OCTA Board of Directors met on December 12, 2005, to take action on

the recommended Locally Preferred Strategy, and the RCTC Board of
Commissioners met on December 14, 2005. Both Boards unanimously approved
recommendations for the refined Locally Preferred Strategy. Key elements of the
Board’s decisions relevant to the MCP project are as follows:

e Establish SR-91 from SR-55 to I-15 as a priority for improving transportation
between Riverside and Orange counties. Emphasize SR-91 improvements
between State Route 241 (SR-241) and the I-15 first, followed by
improvements between State Route 55 (SR-55) and SR-241.

e Continue to work with the Foothill/Eastern TCA in Orange County to develop
a mutually acceptable plan to improve the connection between the SR-241 and
SR-91 corridors and accelerate capacity improvements on State Route 133
(SR-133), SR-241, and State Route 261 (SR-261) to optimize utilization of the
toll roads to improve transportation between Riverside and Orange counties.

e Continue to evaluate the costs and impacts of Corridor A (a new facility
between I-15 and SR-241 with a connection at SR-71) in the SR-91 right of
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way or north of SR-91, parallel through a future preliminary engineering
process in cooperation with other agencies.

e Continue to study the technical feasibility of the Corridor B concept (a new
facility between Cajalco Road in Riverside County and SR-133 in Orange
County through the Santa Ana Mountains), including costs, risks, joint-use
opportunities, benefits, and funding options in cooperation with other
interested agencies.

e Incorporate the following: components of the adopted Locally Preferred
Strategy encompass maximization of the MIS corridor transit network; widen
portions of SR-91 (14 to 16 lanes total plus baseline SR-91 improvements);
possible managed lane modifications (including reversible lanes) for SR-91 or
Corridor A; continue studies in support of a new highway facility in Corridor
A; continue studies in support of a new highway (largely in tunnel sections) in
Corridor B; and operational improvements (not major widening) of SR-74
(Ortega Highway) in Corridor D.

e (Cajalco Road Improvements: While it is anticipated that much of the future
travel demand on Cajalco Road would be met by the MCP project, there would be
a continued need for Cajalco Road to provide local access and circulation for
existing and planned residential uses in the vicinity of Lake Mathews and Mead
Valley. For Cajalco Road to function safely and effectively in the short term and
long term, safety, capacity, and operational improvements are being planned by
the County of Riverside.

Safety and road repair projects that occurred between 2003 and 2005 included
pavement projects for specific locations and the installation of street lights at the
intersections of Alexander Street, Mead Street, Haines Street, Day Street, Seaton
Avenue, and between Brown Street and Clark Street. In addition, the intersection
of Harley John Road/Smith Road was resurfaced and widened. Pavement was
added east of the intersection to receive a second eastbound through lane to
reduce the traffic backup before the intersection. These projects have been
completed.

Additional projects recently completed by the County of Riverside include:

e Left-turn lanes added between Harley John Road and 0.40 km (0.25 mi) east of
Gustin Lane;
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e Pavement reconstruction and intersection widenings between Kirkpatrick Road
and La Sierra Avenue;

¢ Installation of guard rails at various locations east of La Sierra Avenue; and

e Installation of traffic signals at Gavilan Road and Harley John Road/Smith
Road.

The County of Riverside plans to widen portions of Cajalco Road in three
segments. The first segment is between Harley John Road on the west and Harvill
Avenue on the east. As a result of the Boulder Springs development, Cajalco
Road will be widened to four lanes from Wood Road to Alexander Street. The
improvements to this segment are considered by the County to be the most needed
in the near term and the most feasible to construct. The second segment is
between La Sierra Avenue and Harley John Road. Western Riverside County
Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fee funding (approximately $22 million) has
been programmed for the widening of approximately 11 km (7.0 mi) of roadway.
Final environmental compliance is yet to be achieved for this segment. The third
segment is between Temescal Canyon Road and La Sierra Avenue.
Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fee funds are currently programmed
(approximately $10 million) to improve approximately 5 km (3 mi) of Cajalco
Road in this area. Topographical and Metropolitan Water District (Metropolitan)
reserve constraints are to be addressed through a conceptual design and
environmental clearance process to be undertaken by the Riverside County
Transportation Department.

In addition to the projects listed above that may provide a direct physical connection

to the MCP project, additional improvements are also planned to the freeway system

in western Riverside County. As shown on Figure 1.2.4, these planned improvements

arc

identified in the 2008 RTP as prepared by SCAG and in RCTC’s Measure A

Expenditure Plan. These projects represent planned and programmed improvements

to the freeway system and are assumed to be implemented in the transportation

modeling for the MCP project. Even with all of the proposed roadway improvements

identified in the RTP, there will still be inadequate west-east roadway capacity to

meet future demand. The need for the MCP project as described above exists even

with implementation of the improvements reflected in the traffic model.
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